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Cloud
Control

PHOTOGRAPH BY DAVE SWIFT

CLEAR, WITH A CHANCE OF AWESOME. That could have been the 
forecast at the second annual Rumble in Ramona, where 
Brazil’s Lincoln Ueda , 36, soared eight feet above the halfpipe 
to pull this crossbone backside air last October. The SoCal 
event played host to hot rods, punk bands and a vert comp 
featuring Christian Hosoi, Rune Glifberg, Lance Mountain 
and others. Ueda was rewarded for his heavenly performance 
with the win. 
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IllustratIon By thomas fuchs

MAKE-OUT LIST 
Hey, an action sports 

star can dream.

Tom Brady 
“I’m not necessarily a Patriots fan, 
but he’s just really good-looking. I 
could be a fan for a day.”

Kate Moss 
“Because she’s hot. She’s on a T-
shirt I have. I wear it all the time.”

Georges St-Pierre 
“He’s a fighter, hot and very deter-
mined, which is good in a person. He 
has a superhot body, as well.”

Milla Jovovich 
“She’s an actress in the Resident 
Evil movies. She kicks ass and kills 
zombies. I like that about her.”

Michael Phelps 
“He has a lot of stuff going on, works 
hard and seems to be humble. He also 
has a hot body, which doesn’t hurt.”

Heidi Klum 
“I love her—she’s a top model. I don’t 
watch her show but I’d still like to 
make out with her.”

Urijah Faber 
“He has a great outlook on life. He and 
his friends barbecue, work out, enjoy 
life. And he beats the s— out of people.”

Mirjam Jaeger 
“She’s my girlfriend, but she’s also an 
X Games athlete. I love her so much. 
She’ll always be my No. 1.”

Taylor Lautner 
“He’s so buff and young. I could have 
taken out Taylor Swift if they were 
still dating.”

Gisele Bündchen 
“Yeah, she’s married to Tom Brady,  
but I’d challenge him to a skate-off. 
Winner gets her.”

ADAM 
TAYLOR 
20, 
skATe

sARA 
PRICe 
17, 
MOTO

HIDDeN  
TALeNT

GO-TO  
kARAOke  
TUNe

CeLebRITY  
CRUsH

bIGGesT  
FeAR

WINNER

aFTER SIX YEaRS OF 
MaRRIaGE, BMX DYNaMO 
KEVIN ROBINSON IS 
SUPERcLOSE WITH HIS 
WIFE, ROBIN. BUT aFTER 
15 YEaRS OF BIG aIR 
SLaMS, IS HE cLOSER  
TO HIS DOcTOR—aND  
X GaMES MEDIcaL 
cHIEF—DaVID cHaO? 
LET’S FIND OUT.

FOR OR THE

Love Game

“a BaLLET ON aSPHaLT.” That’s how photographer Hugh Holland remembers the 1970s 
skateboard scene in the area of Los Angeles known as Dogtown. He should know: Holland 
immortalized the brash riders with his camera. Nearly four decades later, the fruits of his 
work are collected in Locals Only, a book infused with nostalgia for the birth of a sport and 
the exuberance of a youth culture. “I wanted to be invisible, but it was hard,” Holland says, 
noting how Jay Adams would yell, “Hey, cameraman, get this!” The book may be a snapshot 
of an era long passed, but the photos of young skaters in long haircuts and Vans feel as 
timely as ever.                               -UJALA SEHGAL

caLIFORNIa SNaPPIN’

  

  

  

Dr. Chao

6  

6

6

6He’s good at doing upholstery. 
He’s a talented artist, too.

The song he always sings is 
“Boot Scootin’ Boogie.”

I’ll go with Gisele Bündchen.

He’s a chicken when it comes to 
chicken. He’s very allergic to it.

Robin

6

  

  

6  

6

6  He’s been doing a little bit  
of MMA.

He likes to sing, “If You’re Going 
Through Hell,” by Rodney Atkins 
or “Boot Scootin’ Boogie.”

Rachel McAdams.

Hanging Christmas lights on 
the house.

Kevin

Karate and MMa fighting.

“Boot Scootin’ Boogie,” by 
Brooks & Dunn.

Rachel Mcadams.

Retirement. I’m also afraid 
of deep water.

ESPN  ACTION66

ROBIN: 3-1     MRS. ROBINSON REcOVERS FROM aN INITIaL STUMBLE aND ScOOTS TO VIcTORY. 

X SPOT



Sky Walker
Surfing iS big Down unDer.  
You anY gooD?
No, I suck. I could barely paddle out, let 
alone stand up on the board. Surfing is all 
about balance, but my ankles are messed 
up and I can’t rely on my knees anymore. 
Plus, I’m not much of a beach person, what 
with the sand and all.

You ever been to an outback 
reStaurant?
It’s not very good. I go there to stir people 
up and tell them the Kookaburra Wings 
are fake.

LaSt  
SpeeDing 
ticket
About five years 
ago. I’m pretty 
sensible on the 
road. Anywhere 
else I’m just a 
fool.

Your accent iS thick. DoeS it 
iMpreSS the LaDieS?
They love the accent, but I don’t think I’m 
using it to my full advantage. Sometimes 
it’s so thick they don’t understand me.

what’S on  
Your ipoD?
Everything from 
Johnny Cash to 
death metal to 
Lady Gaga. Crazy, 
right?

when waS the LaSt tiMe You 
went to the DentiSt?
Last summer, right before the X Games. 
No cavities but I needed to fix a chip in my 
tooth. It wasn’t as bad as Twitch Stenberg, 
though. He used to have a set of fangs that 
could chew through a tennis racket. But he 
got ’em fixed. 

if You weren’t an fMX riDer, 
what wouLD You be Doing?
I’d be a pump mechanic, working with my old 
man. He manufactures drain cleaners and 
does everything from machining to welding 
to hydraulics. I was his apprentice once and 
it was interesting work, but I’d always end up 
daydreaming about riding.

Whenever I’m home in Australia,  
I jump on the riding mower and cut 
my parents’ lawn. It’s about a three-
hour job. I get the revs up and pin it 
flat-out. My dad always comes out 
yelling, but he knows everything  
I do is flat-out.

Ride of 
choice

My arms stuck out of the sides and my 
head popped out of the top. There was a 
basketball player on the front with a USA 
jersey. I was upset about that.

In Australia I have the pickup for 
my bikes. In America I cruise 
around in a BMW 750. Over here, 
the BMW is about one-fifth the 
price it is in Australia.

Ford 
F-350.

acrobatic auSSie bLake “biLko” wiLLiaMS wiLL DefenD hiS goLD MeDaL in Moto X freeStYLe  
at X thiS SuMMer. in the MeantiMe, he’S got a few LawnS to Mow.  -INTERVIEW BY CHRIS PALMER

I went as a 
wheatIes box 
one year.

Do  
You Do 
houSe 
choreS?

Who pays on  
the fiRst date?

You don’t want to spoil her with a 
five-star restaurant the first night, 
but if she’s a nice girl, I’ll take her 
someplace classy.

the guy pays, 
of course.

Best halloWeen costume

ESPN  ACTION 7

tmi

Fr
o

m
 T

o
p:

 b
o

 b
r

id
g

es
 (2

) 

X SPOT

other  
hiDDen  
taLentS?
I can make a 
high-pitched 
squeal with my 
lips. Other than 
that, I’m really 
good at BSing.
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Want to kick up dirt and ace corners at 80 mph? tim o’neil can help. he’s a  
five-time rally champ and oWner of the team o’neil rally school in dalton, 
n.h., Where ken Block and travis pastrana have trained. o’neil gives the ins 
and outs of staying on course.   By ethan treX

UsE thE BUddy 
systEm 
rally is a two-man 
game. the turns, 
jumps and crests 
come too quickly for 
one driver to see, 
so a co-driver rides 
shotgun, reading 
notes on the path 
and yelling out what 
obstacle comes next. 
says o’neil, “you 
drive by what you 
hear, not by what  
you see.” 

REly on yoUR 
own two FEEt 
get ready to master 
left-foot braking. 
using the opposite 
foot allows for quick 
reaction—lifting your 
right foot off the 
gas wastes time—
and permits rally’s 
swooping turns. But 
don’t expect success 
right away. “people 
need one or two 
days,” o’neil says. 
“then it’s instinctive.”  

GEt A GRIP
a rally driver needs  
to learn a dozen 
maneuvers, most  
important of which  
is the scandinavian 
flick (see diagram). 
the move sweeps  
the top layer of loose 
soil off the course 
so the tires can grip 
firmer ground under-
neath. “sliding the 
car is an advantage,” 
o’neil says.

FInd thE RIGht RIdE
even for pros, accidents are inevitable; getting a mass-produced car with 
plenty of available replacement parts is a must. and prepare for pricey 
adjustments. for starters, rally-legal cars need an interior roll cage. add  
to that mud flaps, stiffer springs, upgraded shocks, heavy-duty tires and  
a skid plate—to protect the engine and radiator from rocks—and expect to  
be out about 10 grand for modifications alone. 

FInIsh stRonG
half of all drivers  
who start a race 
won’t finish, thanks 
to crashes or 
mechanical trouble. 
o’neil’s students 
complete races 95% 
of the time. the 
secret? don’t focus 
on winning. “if your 
intention is to finish, 
you’ll be more con-
servative,” he says. 
“you won’t hit the 
gas when you should 
hit the brakes and 
end up crashing.”

.25
 M

et
er

Rear end 
swings left

Rear end 
begins to 
reverse 
rotation

Counter-
steer as 
necessary

Brake again 
gently if 
necessary

Counter-
steer 
through 
corner

Release 
brake

ENTRY SPEED

35-45 MPH

LOOK 
HERE

LOOK 
HERE

13
 M

et
er

s

l1   
l2   

l3   l4   

l5   

l5  straighten out,   
 accelerate smoothly,  
 set up for next turn

l1   lift foot off gas pedal

l4   Release brake and   
 tap gas pedal

l2   turn  
 wheel  
 right  
 and  
 brake

l3   turn  
 back

RALLY
101

tight  
turn
If Two TuRNS ARE 
cLoSE TogETHER, 
Do A PENDuLuM 
TuRN (A.k.A. THE 
ScANDINAvIAN 
fLIck) oN THE 
fIRST To SET uP 
THE SEcoND. wE’LL 
DEMoNSTRATE.

a tricked-out open-class rally car, like Pastrana’s 
subaru WRX sTI, runs around $120,000. 
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 “GUYS ARE GONNA GO NUTS TO TAKE 
HOME THE WIN.” -CHRIS COLE, two-time gold 
medalist in skateboard street, on why this year’s street 
comp may be the X Games’ best. Why? Cole, along with 
Ryan Sheckler, Paul Rodriguez and more than a dozen other 
skaters, joined Rob Dyrdek’s Street League. The new series 
promises cool courses and lots of cash, but it also prohibits 
riders from competing in other events—making this their 
fi nal X appearance.

 The Prophet
JASON ELLIS ISN’T SHY ABOUT VOICING OPINIONS. THE OUTSPOKEN HOST OF 

SIRIUS XM’S THE JASON ELLIS SHOW AND ONETIME BIG AIR SKATER LAID DOWN 

PREDICTIONS. HERE’S WHAT WE COULD PRINT.     -DAN RE ILLY  

Ell is’ Picks

SKATE BIG AIR “I want Jake Brown to win, but 
Bob Burnquist is the best Mega Ramp skateboarder 
in the world. He’s the only one who has his own ramp, 
and he’s probably got a new trick in his bag.”

 BMX VERT “Jamie Bestwick doesn’t do up-and-down, 
jerky set-up things. He fl ows across the whole ramp. 
Frontside, backside, he makes it all look good. I don’t care 
what you do; I care about how you do it.”

RALLY CAR “Let’s give it to Ken Block. Or Travis. Ken is 
a good friend, so let's have him win, and Travis can place. 
That way ESPN is happy, because they’ll see Travis’ face 
in the sport they made for him.” 

SKATE VERT “I’d go for Pierre-Luc Gagnon. That guy is 
getting more and more consistent and more powerful. He 
ain’t playing around, man. That guy is the most serious 
guy out there. Bucky Lasek still has a chance, but I give it 
to G-unit, for sure.”

What are the 

main differences 

between Rally 

and SuperRally?

SuperRally is a 
lot like Supercross. 
Four cars start 
together and 
race to the fi rst 
corner. We run a 
set number of 
laps, and for an 
added element 
of strategy, we 

each have to do 
a longer lap 
called a joker 
lap, which has 
the jump. It’s 
superaggressive, 
with a lot of 
bumping and 
pushing.

Who are the 

biggest threats 

to podium?

You can’t count 

out  Pastrana, 
whose experience 
in Supercross 
comes into 
play. Kenny 
Brack is used 
to  competing in 
traffi c and has 
done Rallycross 
 before. Samuel 
 Hübinette, whom 
I compete against 
in Formula 
Drift, also has 
experience. 

Will we 

see spikes 

popping out 

of anyone’s 

wheels?

No spikes—but 
maybe rocket 
launchers.

RUBBING IS RACING
SUPERRALLY, AN EVENT BASED ON EUROPEAN RALLYCROSS, 
DEBUTS AT X 16.  TANNER FOUST, THE 2007 RALLY CHAMP, 
GIVES A PRIMER.            -STEVE MAZZUCCHI

THE  BUZZ!
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RE-RIDING HISTORY

2002 and Pastrana’s FMX double backfl ip in 2006. 
Why? Because Hawk, Hoffman and Pastrana tipped 
their hands pre-X. Their tricks were historic moments 
before the competitions even started. Not so with 
the double front, a trick Napolitan kept under his 
helmet until the moment he began tucking for a 
second revolution. The crowd gave him a standing 
ovation as soon as he landed it, but within minutes, the 
next rider was dropping in for his run. And when 
Napolitan landed the double front for a second time 
(again whiffi ng on the quarterpipe), and his score of 
87.66 held him in fi fth place, the fl ash fi zzled out 
of Staples Center. “The crowd isn’t as appreciative 
when they don’t see a trick attempted a bunch of 
times,” says Hawk, who landed the 900 on his 11th 
attempt. “If you land it right out of the gate, they 

Born  March 22, 1986

Base  State College, Pa.

Event  BMX big air

last summer’s X Games and do it all over again—if 
he could prime event producers and media with his 
plans for the BMX big air fi nals so they could hype 
his history-making double front fl ip—would he? 

His peers and big air competitors wish he could. “He 
waited for the biggest stage, on the biggest night, when 
he would benefi t the most,” says Kevin Robinson, 
who won the event. “It was one of the most glorious 
moments in action sports. But it surprised everyone.”

Those close to him believe he was robbed of his due. 
But they’re not talking about his score or his fi fth-
place fi nish. After all, a rule’s a rule: He didn’t follow the 

crazy, next-level ●1   do-or-die ●2
...................[ADJECTIVE - RYAN NYQUIST]                        [ADJECTIVE - MAT HOFFMAN] .....

double front over the 70-foot gap with a trick 
on the quarterpipe, which contributes to half 
the score. His peers say he was robbed of the 
hype leading into X, and he was robbed of having 
the crowd jump to its collective feet in a unifi ed 
understanding of the magnitude of what 
they’d just seen—a game changer as big as 

Tony Hawk’s 900 ●3 or Travis 
Pastrana’s double backfl ip. ●4
 [X GAMES MOMENT - KEVIN ROBINSON]  [X GAMES MOMENT - TONY HAWK]

He’d landed the double for the fi rst time only two 
weeks earlier and never over a 70-foot gap. He 
was riding with a torn MCL, and he wasn’t even on 
the original invite list. “I was an alternate,” says 
Napolitan. “My friend, Steve McCann, got hurt three 
weeks before X Games, and I got a call that I was in 
the contest. I fi gured I should start working on the 
double again.” 

No one who watched skateboard vert fi nals in 
1999 will forget Hawk’s landing his sport’s fi rst 900. 
Same with Hoffman’s no-handed 900 in BMX vert in 

  An� ony Napolitan is contemp� ting � e pa� . Walking 
down Dearborn Street in Chicago,   while in town for 
a mid-June dirt conte� ,   � E 24-YEAR-OLD Bmx rider 
pauses to ponder a que� ion: If he could go back to

●3  KEVIN ROBINSON

First rider to land the BMX double 

fl air (2006 X Games); mentor

Outtake: “I’m not afraid to say it: 

He’s a good-looking kid.”

●2  MAT HOFFMAN

Winner of six medals in BMX vert  

More adjectives: “smooth, like 

butter, aggro, makes me tingle”

●1  RYAN NYQUIST 

Current Dew Tour BMX dirt  champ

Outtake: “It’s easy to do what 

 everybody else is doing, but 

 Anthony doesn’t do that. He 

pushes the sport.” 

●4  TONY HAWK 

Winner of 10 skate golds at X; 

ESPN commentator  

Outtake: “The double front was 

beyond comprehension. Skaters 

are wimps that we haven’t done it 

yet. All we have is a piece of wood 

to hold onto. That should be next, 

for the skaters to step it up.”

BLAST
BIO
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RE-RIDING HISTORY

don’t feel as invested in the trick. They have no idea 
the drama he went through to get there and the 
injuries and fear he had to overcome.”

For those reasons, Napolitan’s friends fret his 
double front will be forgotten by those outside the 
sport, blending in with double backfl ips and  double 
front variations to come. Still, when he fi nally 
answers the question of whether he would change 
his approach, Napolitan does so with conviction. 
“No,” he says. “I wouldn’t change a thing.” 

Napolitan doesn’t need the publicity. For him, the 
satisfaction of knowing he did a trick no one else had 
done is enough. The ability to invent tricks, evolve 
the sport, make the impossible  possible—that’s 
what he hopes defi nes his career. 

Napolitan has been pushing the sport since 
2006, when he burst onto the BMX dirt scene 
by winning the Louisville, Ky., stop of the Dew 
Tour and eventually the overall dirt title. That 
year, he competed at X Games for the fi rst time, 
setting himself apart with innovative front-fl ip and 
360 variations and taking a bronze in dirt. But, like 
many came-out-of-nowhere stories, his success 
was a long time coming, earned by years of hard 
work and guided by the kindness of fellow riders. 

He grew up fast in Youngstown, Ohio. When he 
was 9, his father, Ronald, passed away because 
of complications from a bone marrow transplant. 
Anthony assumed the role of man of the 
house and father fi gure to his younger brother, 
Ronnie, and sister, Hannah. As a kid, he was 

mature, responsible 
beyond his years  ●5

[DESCRIPTIVE PHRASE – VICKIE NAPOLITAN] 
and obsess ively neat. ●6

[ADJECTIVE - RONNIE NAPOLITAN]

 The same is true today. Napolitan’s house, a condo 
he bought in State College, Pa., in 2008, is a hub 
of activity for his friends and out-of-town riding 
buddies. He wakes early to cook breakfast burritos 
for his roommates—brother Ronnie and fellow BMX 

pro Seth Klinger—and to take Sparrow, his white 
bull terrier, for a walk. He BBQs for his houseguests 
and often makes lunch after a session of riding and 

listening to Europop  ●7
[WHAT HE LIKES TO DO – JAMIE BESTWICK]

at the nearby action sports wonderpark, Camp 
Woodward. And then there’s the cleaning.  “Anthony 
is a neat freak,” Klinger says. “He is always  cleaning. 
The house can never be clean enough. At a dirt 
contest, he cleans his bike between runs.” And yes, 
Napolitan is aware of the irony. 

At the time of Ronnie Sr.’s death, Napolitan 
played football, a sport his father loved and one 
that brought his family together. But when a middle 
school friend introduced him to BMX, he realized 
he’d found his passion. “I started spending all my 
time at the skatepark,” says Napolitan, who always 
has his eyebrows groomed and his long, blond hair 

dialed. ●8
[ADJECTIVE – CHAD KAGY]

 “When I got to high school the next year, my friends 
were surprised to see me. I hadn’t talked to them all 
summer. They thought I’d moved.”

In 2001, Napolitan met his idol and soon-to-be 
mentor, Kevin Robinson, at the local skatepark. “I 
gave him my number and told him if he ever needed 

anything, to call,” Robinson says. “He was a pleasure 
to be around, super polite, mature and had a great 
temperament. He was taking fun lines no one else 
was doing, going in his own direction. A lightbulb went 
off that I was supposed to help this kid out.”

Napolitan called Robinson whenever he learned a 
new trick or won a contest. Robinson urged his sponsor, 
Hoffman Bikes, to sign the budding star. “I told them, you 
have to pick up this kid,” Robinson says. “He already acts 
like a pro, and he has the potential to be one of the best.” 
 Napolitan signed with the brand shortly after he moved 
to Woodward, Pa., to be near his mentor and to train 
full time. He did odd jobs around the Robinson house 
to earn extra money. Over the years, Robinson 
imparted the lessons that he learned the hard way. 
“Take your sunglasses off before an autograph 
session,” advised Robinson. “People want to look you 
in the eye, to make a connection with you.” Today, 
Robinson can’t talk about his protégé without welling 
up. “He cried talking about me, didn’t he?” Napolitan 
asks, now back at the hotel in Chicago, which buzzes 
with departing BMX riders. “Kevin has been a father 
fi gure to me, for sure.” 

Which is why, like all of Napolitan’s mentors 
and friends, Robinson would love to see him make 
history again this year. This time around there is 
no avoiding the hype, as the months ramping up 
for the X Games have been some of Napolitan’s 
busiest and most prolifi c. Last October, he won the 
best-trick contest at the fi nal stop of the Dew Tour 
with a 360 barspin catch barspin to late tailwhip. In 
January, he signed with Red Bull. He’s become more 

stylish ●9
 [ADJECTIVE – DAVE MIRRA] 

and has spent hours dreaming up double front varia-
tions. Napolitan might need those variations to 
win the gold. He’s no longer the only owner of the 

prett y freaking epic ●10

[ADJECTIVE – TRAVIS PASTRANA] 
 double front. On May 7, Australian up-and-comer Andy 
Buckworth, 20, landed the trick at the  Brisbane stop of 
the Nitro Circus Live tour, on a Mega Ramp-like setup 
without a quarterpipe. Buckworth will compete in big 
air this year alongside Napolitan, Robinson, McCann 
and Chad Kagy in what promises to be the most excit-
ing fi nal in X history. “Andy is going to do it no-handed,” 
predicts BMX vet Dave Mirra. “Big air will come down 
to who brings it and who lands the biggest trick on the 
quarterpipe. With Anthony, it’ll be about whether he is 
willing to step it up.” Napolitan is up for the challenge—
and he has something extra in mind.

“Last year, I made history. This year, I want gold.” 
And he’s not one to dwell on the past.  Ω

PHOTOGRAPHS BY JEFF BROCKMEYER

WANT TO WATCH 
NAPOLITAN RIP AT 
WOODWARD? GO TO 

ESPN.COM/ACTION 

AND SEARCH: 
ANTHONY NAPOLITAN MAG VIDEO

●5  VICKIE NAPOLITAN

Mom

More description: “passionate, 

all the way, Goldilocks”

●6  RONNIE NAPOLITAN

Younger brother; rider for Haro 

Bikes and Levi’s

3: Number of times Ronnie 

promised to call and fi nish this 

interview. 0: Number of times he 

called back. “We are night and 

day,” Anthony says of li’ l bro. 

●9  DAVE MIRRA

Landed the fi rst BMX double 

backfl ip (2000 X Games), most 

medals (24) in history

Outtake: “They should reward 

innovation. It was a bummer he 

didn’t score higher.”

●10 TRAVIS PASTRANA

Winner of seven moto X golds 

and two rally golds  

Outtake: “I’ve never heard the 

crowd boo as loud as they did 

after Anthony got his score.” 

Another Outtake: “Jolene Van 

Vugt and her boyfriend just 

broke up. She has a kid crush 

on Anthony. Think you could 

tell him the next time you talk?” 

(For more on Van Vugt, fl ip to 

page 28.)

●8  CHAD KAGY

Winner of BMX big air, 2008

More adjectives: “calculated, 

precise, opportunistic, funny”

●7  JAMIE BESTWICK

First rider to land a BMX double 

tailwhip fl air in 

competition (2005 X Games)

More adjectives: “smooth, fl uid, 

graceful, gutsy, role model”  



The bigger the trick, the harder the slam. That’s because 
every second in the air ratchets up the impact riders  
face when they hit the ground. But since gravity’s always 
hanging around, spills are part of an actioneer’s job.  
We asked top athletes to describe what it’s like to eat it, 
then we calculated the force with which they greet earth.* 
(For context, other forces are in the mix, too.)
*Forces calculated in newtons (N) of a 160-pound body weight.

THE SCIENCE 
OF SLAMMING

BY LINDSAY BERRA IllustratIoN By HENry oBasI
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BMX vErT 
FALLING FrOM

20 FEET  

43,354 N 

FMX 
FALLING FrOM

25 FEET  

54,192 N 

SkATE vErT 
FALLING FrOM

18 FEET  

39,016 N 

BMX PArk 
FALLING FrOM

16 FEET  

34,685 N 

A PGA GOLFER’S
CLUB HITTING
A GOLF BALL

700 N

A dRIvER IN 
A CAR CRASH 
GOING 48 mPH

54,852 N

A HEAvYWEIGHT
BOXER’S PUNCH

5,000 N

SCOTTy CrANMEr BMX Park
“Everything about a trick is calculated. So, if it goes 
wrong we’re prepared. It’s immediately apparent if the 
trick is salvageable. Then I either catch the bike and do 
what I can to save it, or get rid of the bike and try to land 
somewhat safely. When you’re crashing, you map out the 
whole situation in your head. If I have a bad left side, I’ll 
aim for the right, or if I have a bad wrist, I won’t put my 
hand down. If you can tighten up your body and land on 
your shoulder, you’ll do all right. I just try to make the 
best of a bad situation.” 

ALEX PErELSON skateBoard vert
“Bob Burnquist is the best at falling. He looks like he’s 
doing yoga. You can see him breathing, and he’s super 
flexible. I take stuff from him. If you slide on your side or 
your torso, it’s better than sliding on your knees. I like to 
land on my back or torso, or my forearms. You can also 
run out, so long as you’re not too high up the transition. 
I’m not really afraid of falling, but it takes away some 
confidence. It can take a while to work your way back.” 

BrIAN DEEGAN FMX
“Dirt bikers all talk about how long it takes until 
impact. It’s torture. It’s coming, coming, coming. 
My first scary crash was in Daytona, when I went 
flying 130 feet onto blacktop. I learned a lot from 
it. The first thing to do is push and kick the bike 
away. You don’t want it to land on you. Wrestling 
in high school taught me how to roll out, so I’ll 
spin around and prepare for impact. You want to 
land on your feet or hands. Your wrists and ankles 
are fixable. Your back and head, not so much.” 

CHAD kAGy BMX vert
“When a fall actually happens, my reaction depends on 
where I am. On the Mega Ramp, where I have larger 
knee and elbow pads, I may slide. But on the vert ramp, 
where I wear smaller pads under my jeans, I can’t slide 
because the jeans stick and you fall on your face. It’s 
amazing how much you can evaluate in a split second. As 
I’m falling, I’ll think, ‘I’ve crashed like this before. I tried 
to tuck and roll that time and it sucked, so this time I’ll 
try to land on my feet and run out.’ Either way, keeping 
momentum helps. Sudden stops and impact are bad.” 
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TEEN HEAT

LOOK OUT BELOW!
Chaz Ortiz hangs with—
and over—friends at his 
home outside Chicago.

Legends, Beware.  
six hOt upstarts  
have the COOL tO  
ruLe the pOOL at x.  

phOtOgraph BY JOhn LOOMis

BY eLena BergerOn 
and aMY parLapianO
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Chaz 
Ortiz 16

EVENT skateboard street
BASE dundee, ill.
KNOWN FOR Kick flips into rail slides
HARDWARE winner 2008 dew tour Cup  
(skateboard park)
LISTEN TO THE LEGEND “he’s got a supersmooth style 
and lots of tricks, and he’s consistent,” says three-
time x medalist greg Lutzka. “i’m from Milwaukee, so 
i’m stoked to see a guy come out of the Midwest.”

Levi 
SherwOOd 18

EVENT Moto x freestyle
BASE palmerston, new Zealand
KNOWN FOR ruler flip 
HARDWARE winner 2009 red Bull x-Fighters in 
Mexico City
LISTEN TO THE LEGEND “i noticed Levi at the first Crusty 
demons show i ever did,” says robbie Maddison,  
motorcycle distance-jumping record holder. “he was, 
like, 12. he controlled the bike and already had big 
tricks. i could tell right away he had what it takes.” 

LaCey 
Baker 18

EVENT women’s skateboard street 
BASE Covina, Calif.
KNOWN FOR Massive hard flips
HARDWARE second place 2009 Maloof Money Cup
LISTEN TO THE LEGEND “she hard-flips stairs and  
big gaps and has nose wheelie and nollie flips,”  
says four-time x champ elissa steamer. “i can’t  
do that stuff.” 

teen heat

phOtOgraphs BY wiLLiaMs & hiraKawa
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teen heat phOtOgraph BY JOhn LOOMis

phOtOgraph BY wiLLiaMs & hiraKawa

deNNiS  
eNarSON 19

EVENTS BMx park, BMx street
BASE san diego, Calif.
KNOWN FOR triple tailwhips
HARDWARE third place 2008 dew tour (BMx dirt)
LISTEN TO THE LEGEND “the first time i met dennis, at 
the YMCa outside san diego, i was like, ‘Jeez, this 
kid’s a loose cannon,’” says four-time x gold medalist 
ryan nyquist. “But when he rides, it’s the opposite—
he’s fully in control.”

Garrett 
reyNOLdS 19 

EVENTS BMx freestyle park, BMx freestyle street
BASE tom’s river, n.J.
KNOWN FOR Bar spins into ice picks or toothpicks
HARDWARE 2009 x games gold; winner 2009 dew 
tour Cup (BMx park)
LISTEN TO THE LEGEND “the stuff he’s able to cram into 
one run is impressive,” says nyquist. “his video parts 
and contest runs are just dream-worthy.”

aShLey 
FiOLek 19

EVENT women’s moto x super x
BASE st. augustine, Fla.
KNOWN FOR Fast, fearless passing
HARDWARE 2009 x games gold; 2008 and ’09  
aMa champ
LISTEN TO THE LEGEND “when i was her age, i was  
still learning,” says five-time wMa champ Jessica  
patterson. “Looking at ashley, you think that her youth 
will eventually show on the course. But it doesn’t.”
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TOThereFROM CIRCUS ROOTS l2 l4  

“She was the girl who trained the 
hardest and had no fear—but 
she wasn’t the most gifted,” says 
Travis Pastrana, who met Van Vugt 
when he was 13. “I respect that 
she worked for everything. She’s 
the only girl who’d crash, hard, but 
cry because her bike was broken.”

1997

FORESHADOWING A PASSION l1
Jolene was raring to get out 
of the gate—she walked at 10 
months—but at age 2 her ankles, 
knees and throat swelled. “We 
couldn’t believe it when the doctor 
told us what the childhood  
illness was called,” says mom  
Tina. “Kawasaki syndrome.”

1982

DUELING PERSONALITIES l1  l6  
“Jolene has always been two  
people,” Tina says. “In high school, 
she was a hockey goalie. She 
didn’t get much game time, but 
they stuck her in the net at prac-
tice, and those boys fired pucks 
at her. On weekends, she’d drive 
90 minutes to Toronto to model.”

1998

DAY JOB l3  l6  
After earning a fashion merchan-
dising degree and snowboarding 
for a year with friend and fellow 
racer Jessica Foster, Van Vugt 
studied advertising and graphic 
design. She scored a job as an 
assistant creative designer at 
Racer X Canada magazine. 

2004

THE FIRST FIRST l2
Van Vugt went ramp to dirt to 
become the first woman to 
backflip a full-size dirt bike, on 
Sept. 29. Says older bro Billy: 
“Pastrana had wanted to teach a 
girl to backflip, and Jolene said 
yes. That didn’t surprise anyone 
who knows her.” 

2005

WHERE THE BOYS ARE l4
“Back then, there weren’t many 
young girls at the track. Boys 
weren’t used to seeing an 
11-year-old  girl ride in their 
class and do well,” says dad Bill. 
“Instead of letting her pass, they 
got nasty. But that stopped when 
they realized she was fast and 
wasn’t going anywhere.”

1991

LEVELING THE PLAYING FIELD l5
When Van Vugt signed with  
Suzuki, she became the first 
Canadian woman with a full  
factory ride. She then helped 
launch the Canadian Women’s 
National Championships. Times 
were lean. “We traveled by van,” 
Foster says. “We slept in the van, 
ate in the van and stopped at 
hotels to poach their pools.” 

2006

A GRAND DECISION l2
“Travis didn’t have to convince me 
to jump with him on his bike into 
the Grand Canyon,” Van Vugt says. 
“He asked, and I said yes. I went 
to skydiving school, and a couple 
of months later, in May, we were 
at the canyon. He was terrified—
he thought he was responsible if 
something happened to me. But 
I was responsible for me. And I 
trusted him completely.”

2007

SWEET AND SOUR l1 l4  
In Australia, Van Vugt became the 
first woman to land a ramp-to-
ramp backflip—after crashing 
three times. “Guys get out of FMX 
because they don’t have the guts 
to backflip,” says FMXer Robbie 
Maddison. “Getting back up is a 
testament to how gnarly she is. But 
she also has a sweet side. She’ll 
smile, and you’ll think, She’s cute. 
Then she’ll punch you in the face.”

2010

ESPN  ACTION2828

Born  Jolene Joanna Van Vugt  
 Sept. 17, 1980 

Base  Ontario, Canada 

Event  Women’s moto X super X  

JOLENE VAN VUGT
PERSONALITY KEY

Those who are closest  
to Van Vugt picked the  
traits that best characterize  
the spitfire. 

l1  Tough    

l2  Fearless    

l3  Thoughtful    
l4  Determined     

l5  Outspoken    

l6  Creative 

JOLENE VAN VUGT, A 
TOUGH-AS-NAILS DIRT 
BIKE RACER FROm  
ONTARIO, CANADA, IS THE 
ONLY FEmALE mEmBER 
OF THE NITRO CIRCUS 
CREW. WE ASKED FAmILY 
AND FRIENDS TO GUIDE 
US THROUGH HER HARD-
CHARGING RISE FROm 
mINIBIKES TO mOTO ICON. 

BY AlYssA ROenigk

blast
bIO



 Born  Philip John Clapp, March 11, 1971 

 Base  Los Angeles, Calif. 

 What’s  Jackass 3D, in theaters  
 Next Oct. 15, 2010 G
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If It causes extreme paIn, Johnny  
KnoxvIlle has done It. We caught 
up WIth the Jackass star and 
producer of The BirTh of Big air 
(premIeres July 29, espn) to fInd 
out Where It hurts. 

You’re releasing Your third Jackass movie 
later this Year. how has the show evolved?
This is Jackass’ 10th anniversary, and in my opinion it 
hasn’t changed: It was stupid then and it’s stupid now. 
Thank god.

Your daughter, madison, is 14. does she  
watCh Jackass?
I’ll let her watch certain parts of the movies, but 
certain parts she can’t see until she’s 30. Maybe 35.

Can You skate?
I’ve filmed stuff with skateboards and motorcycles, 
but always with disastrous consequences. I really 
have only two skills: “Stand there” and “Hold this.”
 
who are Your influenCes?
Any kid who grew up in the ’70s probably idolized 
Evel Knievel. He was—and still is—The Man.
 
most insane person You know?
Mat Hoffman is one of the most creative and uncon-
ventional people I’ve met. He’s absolutely nuts. He 
was born with that funny look in his eyes. Nothing is 
impossible in his mind.
 
henCe the doCumentarY aBout him that You 
produCed, The BirTh of Big air.
I produced it with Spike Jonze; Jeff Tremaine 
directed it. We had been gathering footage for years. 
Everyone who’s had a hand in it, from the editors on 
up, has been influenced by Mat’s positive, spectacu-
lar force. 
 
do You go to the X games?
Crowds freak me out. It’s a childhood thing. But I did 
muscle up the courage to go last year and see Travis 
Pastrana attempt the rodeo 720 on his dirt bike. It 
sucks that he slammed, but I know he’s not the type 
to stand down from a challenge.
 
how have You seen aCtion sports Change?
The tricks they’re trying are unbelievable. It’s inspir-
ing, but the stakes are high. It’s life and death, which 
is a hell of a consequence. Makes for good ratings, 
though.  -INTERVIEW BY MAX KLINGER

Johnny
Knoxville

blast
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SCHEDULE

Grind Tıme
four days of aCTIoN—all oN oNE PaGE

daTE / TImE NETwork  ComPETITIoNs 

thursday, July 29

2 p.m.-5 p.m. ESPN & ESPN 3.com BMX Park Elimination   

  Skateboard Street Elimination

8 p.m.-11 p.m. ESPN, ESPN 3D & ESPN 3.com Moto X Freestyle Final

  Moto X Super X Final

  Women’s Moto X Super X Final

  Skateboard Big Air Final

Friday, July 30

12 a.m.-1 a.m.  ESPN 2 X Center

2 p.m.-5 p.m. ESPN & ESPN 3.com  Skateboard Park Elimination

  Adaptive Moto X Super X Final

  BMX Street Elimination

7 p.m.-11 p.m. ESPN & ESPN 3.com BMX Vert Final

  Moto X Step Up Final

  Skateboard Vert Final

  Moto X Best Whip Final

  Moto X Best Trick Final

saturday, July 31

1 a.m.-2 a.m.  ESPN 2 X Center

2 p.m.-6 p.m. ESPN & ESPN 3.com BMX Park Final

  Skateboard Vert Best Trick Final

  Skateboard Street Final 

7 p.m.-11 p.m. ESPN, ESPN 3D & ESPN 3.com Rally Final

  BMX Big Air Final

  Super Rally Final

sunday, august 1

2:30 a.m.-3:30 a.m. ESPN 2 X Center

1 p.m.-3 p.m. ESPN 2 & ESPN 3.com Skateboard Real Street 

  BMX Street Final

7 p.m.-11 p.m. ESPN 2 & ESPN 3.com Skateboard Street SK8  

  Skateboard Big Air Rail Jam

  Skateboard Park Final

  Women’s Skateboard Street Final

  Moto X Speed & Style Final

11 p.m.-12 a.m. ESPN 2  X Center

“Women’s super X, to see one  
of my best friends, Ashley Fiolek, 
hopefully, repeat. And rally, to 
catch Travis Pastrana, Dave 
Mirra and Ken Block.” 
  -Lyn-Z Adams Hawkins, skate

“I get inspired watching 
skateboard street and 
skateboard park. Like, I might 
try to do some of the tricks on 
vert that are done on street.”  
 -Pierre-Luc Gagnon, skate

“Moto X best trick. I always go 
over to Travis Pastrana’s house 
before X Games, to see what’s 
going on in the foam pits. Then 
it’s fun to go to X Games and see 
the end result, good or bad!”  
 -Steve McCann, BMX

ALL TIMES ARE EASTERn AnD SUBJECT To CHAnGE. PLEASE ConSULT LoCAL LISTInGS.  
X GAMES CoVERAGE WILL ALSo BE DELIVERED on ESPn InTERnATIonAL, ESPn CLASSIC,  
ESPn.CoM/ACTIon AnD SportSCenter.

What X stars will  
be watching ...

ADAm DYET

SImoN TABRoN

KEN BLocK

“I love BMX big air. 
 Before freestyle motocross 

was even around, those 
guys were really inspiring. 

What they do on their 
bikes—like Anthony  

Napolitan hucking double 
front flips—is insane.”

-Robbie Maddison, moto

ESPN  ACTION32
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